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On February  17 ,  2023 ,
Germany  rat i f ied the
Agreement on the Uni f ied
Patent  Court  (UPC) ,  thus
tr igger ing the countdown
to i ts  entry  into force
(according to  i ts  Art ic le
89)  on June 1st ,  2023 with
the launch of  the Uni f ied
Patent  Court   and the
European patent  with
unitary  ef fect .
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Originally, the central division of the UPC was to have seat in Paris, Munich and London.
After Brexit and the U.K.'s withdrawal from the UPC, a temporary solution was opted for to
distribute the tasks of the central division in London among the other two, based in
Munich and Paris. Following the Netherlands’ drop of its bid in July 2022, Milan is the
favourite to fill that position. A final and official decision on the third central division is
expected soon.
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The European patent with unitary effect is a patent that will complement, but not replace,
national patents. Such a patent will allow patent protection to be obtained simultaneously,
through a single patent application filed with the European Patent Office (EPO), in the 25
EU member states participating in the enhanced cooperation for the unitary patent
package, excluding only Spain and Croatia. Currently, 17 countries have ratified the
Agreement (Germany, France, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, Sweden, Slovenia) but
more member states are expected to join in the future. 

The UPC will be a centralized court for the settlement of disputes relating to European
patents and European patents with unitary effect. 

As of March 1st, 2023, the so-called "sunrise period" will begin for European patents (which
do not benefit of the unitary effect), allowing for an opt-out request at the UPC Registry, i.e.,
to exclude from the jurisdiction of the UPC pending European patent applications and
granted European patents.


